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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE - DMZ 

1 . FOLLOWING GUIDANCE PREPARED AUGUST 6 FOR DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN. 

2. QUOTE QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE 
FIRING INCIDENT ALONG THE DMZ YESTERDAY? 

3. ANSWER: WE REGRET THAT NORTH KOREA ONCE AGAIN CON- 
TRIBUTED TO MILITARY TENSIONS ALONG THE DMZ BY FIRING ON A 
ROK DMZ POST. IT IS DOUBTLESS NO COINCIDENCE THAT THE 
NORTH INITIATED AN INCIDENT ALONG THE DMZ THE SAME DAY IT 
PUT OUT A STATEMENT POINTING OUT THE TENSIONS ON THE 
PENINSULA AND REJECTING THE SECRETARY'S JULY 22 PROPOSAL 
TO MEET TO EASE THOSE TENSIONS. 

4. BACKGROUND: EARLY IN THE MORNING OF AUGUST 5 NORTH 
KOREA TROOPS FIRED TWO ROUNDS OF MACHINE GUN FIRE AT A 
SOUTH KOREAN GUARD POST ON THE DMZ. THE SOUTH KOREANS 
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RECOILLESS RIELE FIRE. THE ROK REPORTS NO CASUALTIES 
AND NONE WERE OBSERVED ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LINE. 

THE NORTH KOREANS REJECTED A REQUEST BY THE SENIOR UNC 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION FOR A 
JOINT INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDENT. END QUOTE 

5. NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED AT AUGUST 6 NOON BRIEFING 
ON THIS SUBJECT. HABIB 
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